
Snow primer: What your responsibilities, liabilities a re after the 
fl akes fall

Winter’s just started, so it won’t be the last  me we’ll have to break out the shovels, ice 
choppers and calcium chloride.  Some of us bolt outside right away, clearing the snow from 
our sidewalks as soon as those fi rst fl akes fall. Others take a more relaxed approach, allowing 
the sidewalk to be buried under a thick, white blanket before a  acking it, or in some cases, 
le   ng it go altogether.

So exactly what are your responsibili  es as a homeowner or business owner when it comes 
to clearing snow? And how quickly do you have to start shoveling?

First things fi rst.  According to the city Administra  ve Code, property owners or another 
person having charge of any lot or building (such as a tenant, superintendent or building 
manager) are responsible to maintain the sidewalks outside of and adjacent to their homes 
and businesses “in a reasonably safe condi  on.” That mandate includes removing snow, ice, 
dirt or other material from the sidewalk in front of the premises, and alongside it if it’s a 
corner lot.

The clock starts  cking once the snow stops.  Homeowners and business owners must 
create a path for pedestrians within four hours if the snow stops during daylight hours 
between 7 a.m. and 4:59 p.m., according to the Sanita  on Department.

However, the  meclock slows down if the storm stops overnight.  In that case, owners, 
lessees, tenants, occupants or other persons in charge of the building or lot have 14 hours 
to clear the sidewalk if the storm ends between 5 p.m. and 8:59 p.m. For example, if it 
stops snowing at 8 p.m., responsible par  es have un  l 10 a.m. the next day to clean the 
sidewalk. For storms that shut down between 9 p.m. and 6:59 a.m., sidewalks must be 
cleared by 11 a.m., according to Sanita  on.

Don’t clear the snow within the appropriate  meframe and you could be fi ned. Penal-
 es range from $100 to $150 for the fi rst off ense, between $150 and $350 for the second 

off ense and from $250 to $350 for third and subsequent off enses, according to Sanita  on.

And offi  cials want more than a shoe-length-wide path cleared. Wherever possible, 
snow-free paths should be at least four feet wide along the sidewalk, according to Sanita-
 on and the city’s web site. And while there o  en seems no place to put the snow when 

accumula  on totals spike, Sanita  on says snow shouldn’t be pushed from the sidewalk 
into the street. Snow should be moved to front or side yards, behind the stoop line or to 
the grassy curb strip, if one exists.

Corner property owners have even more responsibility. They should clear a path to the 
crosswalk and push water away from the crosswalk if mel  ng has occurred, says Sanita-
 on.

That’s not all. According to the Administra  ve Code, the person in charge of property 
adjoining fi re hydrants is responsible to clear the hydrant of snow, ice, debris and other 
materials to ensure accessibility during an emergency.And owners whose proper  es are 
next to bus stops must clear those sidewalks, too.

For commercial property owners and owners of residen  al buildings housing four or more 
families, there’s another reason besides poten  al fi nes to clear snow from sidewalks - 
lawsuits. Those par  es can be sued if the snow and ice isn’t cleared within a reasonable 
 me period or creates a hazardous condi  on that results in an injury, such as a third-party 

slipping and falling.

But it’s a diff erent story for slip-and-fall cases in which snow hasn’t been cleared outside 
one-, two- or three-family homes wholly or par  ally owner-occupied and used exclusively 
for residen  al purposes. In such instances, the city, and not the homeowner, can be held 
liable for slip-and-fall injuries, said Glen Devora, managing a  orney at the El  ngville fi rm 
of Jonathan D’Agos  no & Associates.

But the homeowner is not off  the hook if he or she takes some ac  on that resulted in 
making the sidewalk more dangerous, such as doing a poor job of shoveling or clearing 
ice, Devora said. In such an instance, the homeowner can be held liable, because he or 
she may have caused the condi  on to become even more dangerous, said Devora.
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Low-income tenants in housing 
court are getting even more legal 

help

YOU GOTTA BE 
YOU GOTTA BE 

KIDDING!KIDDING!

More low-income tenants threatened 
to be evicted from their apartments or 
being harassed by landlords are ge   ng 
the legal help they need.
Today, 27% of tenants in housing court 
have a lawyer, a dras  c increase from 
the mere 1% in 2013, according to a 
report released by the city Tuesday. 
The Offi  ce of Civil Jus  ce, an arm of 
the Human Resources Administra  on 
created by the City Council last year, 
a  ributed the decline to the de Blasio 
administra  on’s investment in low-cost 
or free legal assistance, which is set to 
top $100 million this fi scal year.
“New York City has made an 
investment in civil legal services 
larger than any other municipality,” 
said Jordan Dressler, Civil Jus  ce 
Coordinator.
Tenants fi gh  ng cases in the city’s 
housing court have historically been at 
a severe legal disadvantage. In 2013, 
nearly all tenants fought cases without 
a lawyer, while nearly all landlords 
fought their cases with one. As the 
de Blasio administra  on has stepped 
up legal funding, offi  cials noted that 
evic  ons by a marshal dropped by 24% 
between 2013 and 2015.
“As we face one of the most serious 
aff ordable-housing crises in our 
city’s history, we have made an 
unprecedented commitment to 
provide legal assistance for low-income 
New Yorkers,” said Mayor Bill de Blasio 
in a statement. “And we are beginning 
to see the results of these eff orts.”
The funding earmarked for fi scal 
2017 is set to provide legal assistance 
for 33,000 low-income households, 
according to the administra  on. That 
translates to about 113,000 people.
~by Joe Anuta, Crain’s New York, Real 
Estate, Aug 30, 2016
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ACCESS TO PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The National Homeowner-Landlord Association
Our main focus and area of exper  se is in educa  ng and providing support 
to homeowner-landlords seeking to regain possession of 1 or more 
apartments in their home. Most of our members are landlords of 2-3 
family homes, who are trying to get control of their home by removing an 
unwanted tenant. Our program works like this: Our fi rst course of ac  on 
is gaining possession through nego  a  on and media  on. If an amicable 
solu  on can’t be achieved through nego  a  on, than we provide all 
documenta  on and support to help walk you through the legal process. 
Then we assist in removing and correc  ng any viola  ons on the property. 
Once the apartment is vacant and ready to rent we provide advice and 
free tenant screenings to make sure you have a tenant that will be long 
term, and low maintenance. When the new tenant is in we help with rent 
collec  on, media  on and maintenance. All of the above services are free 
to our members. If you know someone who is facing, or may be facing the 
daun  ng task of removing a tenant, have them call us right away. We are 
the only non-profi t resource available and ready to help the “Homeowner-
Landlord”.

 “Homeowner-Landlord”:  A person who rents 1-4 apartments to help pay 
their mortgage or supplement their fi xed income.

PRIME SITE REALTY
FREE Property Evaluations

Short Sales-Foreclosure 
Prevention-Rentals-Sales-
Investment-Management

914-874-3409

NHLA CARDS MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF PURCHASE

SKIP TRACE SERVICE 
(provides location of a 
former tenant, obtains 

ssn and current address)
STARTING AT $50.

CALL US at 347-252-1177 or visit online at www.homeownerlandlord.org



Through nego  a  on and media  on 
we were able to help this nice lady, 
her 4 foster kids, and day care center 
stay in her home.  We were also able 
to secure a new 1 year lease and 
recover over $15,000 in back rent.

This fi rst  me homebuyer was 
the unfortunate vic  m of an 
unscrupulous/fraudulent realtor.  In 

3 weeks we were able to 
nego  ate a 

buyout 
and get  
the bad 

tenant out. 
We did all 
this for FREE, 

no court, no 
legal fees, 

no lost rent.  
We will now help 
her fi nd truly qualifi ed tenants, 
support and educate her on how to 
be a PROFESSIONAL HOMEOWNER 
LANDLORD. 

We are the ONLY NOT FOR PROFIT 
organiza  on fi gh  ng for the  
independent homeowner.

“EDUCATE, ELEVATE, ADVOCATE”    

We helped this nice young couple get 
a judgement and payment plan to 
collect $3000 in back rent. We helped 
nego  ate to get them possession 
of their rental apartment and then 
successfully sued for the back rent. 

These services were provided for free 
with their NHLA membership. Call 
now if you need our help, we are the 
only non-profi t organiza  on helping 
the small landlord. 347-252-1177.

services were provided for free

P R O V I D I N G  T H E  H O M E O W N E R -
L A N D L O R D  W I T H  T H E  T O O L S 

N E E D E D  T O  P R O T E C T  T H E I R  M O S T 
V A L U A B L E  P O S S E S S I O N

 1560 Mayfl ower Ave
Bronx, NY 10461

www.homeownerlandlord.org
(347) 252-1177


